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history and the turning point of World War II. 
Its precedent is the model it provides, even 
today, for our men and women in combat. 
During my 31 years of service in the Navy, I 
witnessed acts of extraordinary bravery and 
resolve among the men and women under my 
command. As a Vice Admiral, I was honored 
to serve with the finest sailors that our country 
has to offer and witness these men and 
women perform their duties with the same pur-
pose and spirit that led the Allied Forces to 
victory 65 years ago. 

This past August, I was honored with the 
opportunity to welcome the 83rd Infantry Divi-
sion of World War II to my District. Many of 
these men served in the Battle of the Bulge, 
and it was with tremendous gratitude and re-
spect that I addressed them, shared my own 
experiences as a Veteran, and fielded ques-
tions. As the son of a Navy Captain who 
served in the War, I have an understanding of 
the sacrifices these men made to serve their 
country, including the years they spent away 
from home and family. I cannot begin to ex-
press how grateful I am to these men and the 
deep appreciation for all they have done to 
defend the democratic principles of this nation. 

It is with humility and a strong sense of obli-
gation that I ask us to recognize the Allied 
Forces’ victory at the Battle of the Bulge in 
late January, 1945 and the men who made 
that victory possible. 
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RECOGNIZING THE CAREER OF 
PHIL URBAN 

HON. PATRICK J. TIBERI 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, December 16, 2009 

Mr. TIBERI. Madam Speaker, I am ex-
tremely pleased to honor the work of Phil 
Urban, on the occasion of his retirement as 
President and CEO from Grange Insurance. 

Our nation has always been blessed by the 
many individuals, who through their innovation 
and drive led a successful business that im-
pacted a community and its people. Motivated 
by an unceasing spirit, these entrepreneurs 
built this great country through their work and 
accomplishments. Today, the tremendous 
strength of America and individual commu-
nities like Central Ohio are still sustained 
through the passion and vitality of these dedi-
cated people. Therefore, those who contribute 
to this heritage deserve to be honored for their 
service. 

As president and chief executive officer, Phil 
Urban directed Grange Insurance to the 
heights of its industry, becoming a standout- 
provider in a crowded market. Phil’s unparal-
leled focus on his craft and drive to succeed 
helped lead Grange to numerous industry 
awards and unprecedented profits. Yet, profits 
cannot solely capture Phil’s legacy in our com-
munity. Since announcing his retirement ear-
lier this year, Phil has been inundated with an 
outpouring of affection and praise by his peers 
and the entire Grange family, all of which can 
surely attest to the impact he made in his po-
sition. The respect he showed for his over 
1,500 Central Ohio employees is well-known 
and is a part of why Grange has become a 
company emulated and respected by many. 
Additionally, the weight Phil placed on cor-
porate responsibility led Grange to give mil-

lions of dollars back to greater Columbus, 
leaving a legacy for Phil that will stand for 
years to come. 

Through such distinction and service to his 
company and to Columbus, Phil stands as a 
pillar of our community. I am very pleased to 
thank him for all he has done for Central Ohio. 

I offer my congratulations to Phil Urban for 
a career spent in service. I hope the spirit he 
daily brings forth in his life and work continues 
to inspire his friends and co-workers for years 
to come. 
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CELEBRATING THE 191ST ANNI-
VERSARY OF THE STATE OF IL-
LINOIS 

HON. DEBORAH L. HALVORSON 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, December 16, 2009 

Mrs. HALVORSON. Madam Speaker, today 
I rise to recognize a great day in American 
history. On December 3, 1818 Illinois joined 
the United States of America. This month 
marks the 191st anniversary of this event. I 
join over 12 million Illinoisans in celebrating 
our great state’s inclusion in the Union. 

For nearly two centuries, Illinois has occu-
pied an important position within our country. 
From Illinois, great, transformative leaders 
have risen to national prominence. In 1830, 
our 16th President, Abraham Lincoln, moved 
to Illinois where he practiced law in Springfield 
and served in our state legislature and the 
U.S. House of Representatives before winning 
the presidency in 1860. It was in Illinois where 
Lincoln and foe, Senator Stephen Douglas, 
debated the issue of slavery, the first of which 
was in Ottawa. Lincoln proclaimed that, ‘‘A 
house divided against itself cannot stand.’’ It 
was Illinois that answered Lincoln’s call by 
being the first state to ratify the Thirteenth 
Amendment to the Constitution, abolishing 
slavery. Today, we are proud to have another 
Illinoisan following Lincoln’s legacy in the 
White House, our 44th President Barack 
Obama, with whom I served in Springfield and 
who served our great state in the U.S. Senate. 

Illinois is home to a wide array of historic 
sites testifying to its important role in our na-
tion’s history. From Chicago’s Museum of 
Science and Industry, a physical remnant of 
the 1893 World’s Fair, to the Cahokia Mounds, 
a pre-Columbian settlement in the southern 
part of the state, Illinois bears many of our na-
tion’s historical riches. 

In addition, Illinois serves as one of the 
leaders in our nation’s economy. Illinois is at 
the forefront of agriculture. It is the number 
two producer of corn, number one producer of 
soybeans in the United States, and a major 
producer of pork. Illinois is one of our nation’s 
leading transportation hubs, which contribute 
greatly to our local economy. My district is 
home to the largest intermodal in the country, 
which provides thousands of local jobs. Many 
large corporations call Illinois home, such as 
State Farm Insurance of Bloomington, which is 
a major employer in Illinois’ 11th Congres-
sional District. Many motion pictures have 
been filmed in Illinois including the classic film 
Blues Brothers. 

Within Illinois, communities from large urban 
cities to small rural villages come together to 
form the fabric of the fifth most populous state 

in the nation. In my own 11th District, I am 
proud to serve communities ranging from 
Peotone, in the near Chicago, to smaller com-
munities, such as Streator and Princeton. In 
my district and across the state, farmers and 
urban professionals, teachers and firefighters 
all compose the diverse body of Americans 
known as Illinoisans. I am proud to join them 
today in celebrating our great state. 
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LEE DERROUGH 

HON. SAM GRAVES 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, December 16, 2009 

Mr. GRAVES. Madam Speaker, it is with 
great pride and pleasure that I rise today to 
recognize the outstanding service and leader-
ship of Lee Derrough, on the occasion of his 
retirement as CEO of Hunt Midwest Enter-
prises Inc. 

Lee is a 1967 journalism graduate of the 
University of Kansas. Lee faithfully served 
forty-two years with the Hunt Organization. He 
began his career as a public relations assist-
ant for the Kansas City Chiefs. Lee then be-
came the Marketing Director for Worlds of 
Fun, before becoming General Manager of the 
park in 1974. It was also Lee’s idea to develop 
Oceans of Fun, which, with Worlds of Fun, be-
came the largest tourist attraction for Kansas 
City, providing hundreds of jobs and opportu-
nities for young people throughout the metro-
politan community. Many of the people who 
worked for Lee have gone on to be major con-
tributors to our community in their roles as 
lawyers, judges, doctors, teachers and busi-
ness associates. 

Under Lee’s leadership, he grew and devel-
oped more than 6,000 acres of surface com-
mercial and residential real estate for Hunt 
Midwest Real Estate Development, Inc. He 
also served on the Boards of Directors for the 
Greater Kansas City Chamber Commerce, the 
Kansas City Chiefs Football Club, the Civic 
Council of Kansas City, the Clay County EDC, 
the Missouri Transportation Alliance. Lee also 
served as the Chairman of the Board for the 
Economic Development Corporation of Kansas 
City and the Convention and Visitors Bureau 
of Greater Kansas City. 

Madam Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join 
with me in commending Lee Derrough for his 
dedicated service to the people of Kansas 
City, Missouri and the Hunt Midwest Organiza-
tion. I know Lee’s colleagues, family and 
friends join with me in thanking him for his 
commitment to others and wishing him happi-
ness and good health in his retirement. 
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PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. JIM GERLACH 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, December 16, 2009 

Mr. GERLACH. Madam Speaker, unfortu-
nately, on Monday, December 14, 2009, I 
missed two recorded votes on the House floor. 
Had I been present, I would have voted YEA 
on rollcall 969 and YEA on rollcall 970. 
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WES BANNISTER RECOGNITION 

HON. DANA ROHRABACHER 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, December 16, 2009 

Mr. ROHRABACHER. Madam Speaker, I 
would like to bring to the attention of my col-
leagues the following press release, which 
tells the story of Wes Bannister, who suc-
cumbed to cancer earlier this month. As the 
first Vice President of the Orange County 
Water District, he advised me on water issues 
for many years, and gave me his personal di-
rection. He was a leader in the community and 
the state, and he will be missed. I know first-
hand that his contributions will be enjoyed by 
Orange Countians for generations to come. 

WATER INDUSTRY LOSES A GREAT LEADER 

THE ORANGE COUNTY WATER DISTRICT BOARD 
AND STAFF MOURNS THE UNTIMELY LOSS OF 
FIRST VICE PRESIDENT, DIRECTOR WES BAN-
NISTER 

FOUNTAIN VALLEY, CA (Dec. 11, 2009).—In 
the late hours of December 10, 2009, the water 
world and Orange County lost an important 
trailblazer and public servant, Wesley ‘‘Wes’’ 
Mastin Bannister lost his battle with cancer. 
Wes Bannister was elected to the Orange 
County Water District (OCWD) Board of Di-
rectors in 1991 representing Division 6, which 
includes Fountain Valley, Huntington Beach 
and parts of Westminster. He was re-elected 
to four consecutive four-year terms in 1996, 
2001, 2004 and 2008. He was elected in 2007 and 
2008 by his fellow board members to serve as 
the District’s 1st Vice President. 

‘‘The Board and staff of the Orange County 
Water District have lost an incredible leader 
who lived and breathed water,’’ stated OCWD 
Board President Stephen R. Sheldon. ‘‘Those 
who had the privilege of working with Wes 
know that he had the tenacity to get to the 
core of critical issues and drive and inspire 
others to do what was right and economi-
cally sound. He stood true to his principles 
and convictions, like no other person. We are 
truly sorry for his family’s great loss.’’ 

During his tenure as a Board Member, the 
District celebrated many important achieve-
ments including the building and operation 
of the Groundwater Replenishment (GWR) 
System, the largest water purification 
project of its kind in the world, and a state- 
of-the-art Advanced Water Quality Assur-
ance Laboratory. 

In addition to serving on the OCWD Board, 
in 1993 Director Bannister was appointed Di-
rector to the Metropolitan Water District of 
Southern California (MWD) representing the 
Municipal Water District of Orange County. 
In 2004, Director Bannister was elected as 
Chair of the MWD Board of Directors, for 
which he served until October 31, 2006. 

‘‘Wes was a principled leader and com-
mitted advocate for Orange County and its 
water interests who also worked faithfully to 
address the water challenges facing the en-
tire southern California region,’’ said Wayne 
Clark, President of the Municipal Water Dis-
trict of Orange County (MWDOC). ‘‘We were 
honored to have had Wes represent MWDOC 
as one of our appointed representatives to 
the Metropolitan Water District of Southern 
California and we are going to miss our good 
friend.’’ 

Director Bannister devoted over 23 years to 
serving the communities of Orange County. 
He served on the Huntington Beach City 
Council from 1986 to 1990, including as Mayor 
in 1989. ‘‘I had the distinct honor of serving 
with Wes on the City Council’’, stated As-
semblyman Jim Silva (R-Huntington Beach). 

‘‘If it weren’t for his encouragement and sup-
port, I would not be serving in the Assembly 
today. Wes was invaluable to me and many 
of my colleagues when it came to solving 
state water issues. He was a mentor and a 
true friend who genuinely cared about the 
people in his community and gave of his 
time and energy to making a difference.’’ 

Director Bannister was also the Repub-
lican nominee for California Insurance Com-
missioner in 1990 and was nominated to the 
Electoral College by President Bush in that 
same year. He also served on the West Or-
ange County Board from 1986 to 1990 and on 
the Orange County Sanitation District Board 
of Directors, District 11, from 1988 to 1990. 

In 1986, Director Bannister was appointed 
by the Governor to the California FAIR Plan 
Board of Governors and continued to serve 
on this Board until his untimely death. 
Since 1993, Director Bannister had rep-
resented OCWD on the Board of Directors of 
the Association of California Water Agencies 
Joint Powers Insurance Authority (ACWA- 
JPIA). While serving, the Board elected him 
to the Governing Committee and to serve 
two years as its Vice President. Following 
his two-year term, the Board elected him 
President in 2005 for a three-year term. 

Active in local affairs, Director Bannister 
served on the boards of the Boys and Girls 
Club and YMCA, as Charter President of the 
Huntington Beach Sunrise Rotary Club and 
as an advisor to the Huntington Beach 
Search and Rescue Post 536. 

Director Bannister was born in Houston, 
Texas in 1936. He and his wife Elizabeth 
(Betty) Ann Rogers Bannister were married 
at Fort Sill in Oklahoma in 1959 where he 
was stationed and recently celebrated their 
50th wedding anniversary. Director Ban-
nister and his wife Betty have lived in Hun-
tington Beach since 1969. Together, the Ban-
nisters welcomed three children Catherine 
(Cathy) Ann, Alice (Lisa) Elizabeth and 
Douglas (Doug) Mastin. 

In addition to devoting much of his time to 
serving the communities of Orange County, 
Director Bannister founded Bannister and 
Associates Insurance Agency in 1974, from 
which he retired in 2003. The family business 
continues to flourish under the leadership of 
his two surviving children Alice (Lisa) Eliza-
beth Bannister and Douglas (Doug) Mastin 
Bannister. Director Bannister is also sur-
vived by two grandchildren Kaitlyn Michelle 
and Brent Douglas. 
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RECOGNIZING AND COMMENDING 
THE 200TH ANNIVERSARY OF 
BIBLICA 

HON. DOUG LAMBORN 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, December 16, 2009 

Mr. LAMBORN. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize and commend Biblica for 
the contributions they have made to our coun-
try and join with them in the celebration of 
their 200th anniversary. 

On December 4, 1809, a small group of 
concerned citizens met in lower Manhattan to 
discuss how to make the Bible available to the 
residents of the city and formed the New York 
Bible Society, beginning an organization that 
has been woven into the fabric of United 
States culture for 200 years. 

The New York Bible Society provided Scrip-
ture for members of the United States Armed 
Forces in each conflict, foreign and domestic, 
since the War of 1812, and in partnership with 

the United States military chaplaincy, distrib-
uted more than 1,000,000 Bibles to members 
of the Armed Forces looking for courage, guid-
ance, and comfort. 

When the gates of Ellis Island opened in 
1890, the New York Bible Society greeted new 
immigrants with a copy of Scripture in their na-
tive language, and over the 60 years that fol-
lowed, provided an average of 160,000 copies 
of Scripture each year to immigrants. 

In 1962, John Glenn lifted off into space 
with a Bible he received from the New York 
Bible Society. In 1968, the New York Bible So-
ciety sponsored the Committee on Bible 
Translation, a group responsible for creating 
the New International Version, which is now 
the most widely distributed, contemporary 
English version in the world, with more than 
300,000,000 copies in circulation. 

The New York Bible Society moved to Colo-
rado Springs, Colorado in 1988 and became 
the International Bible Society. 

Following the 9/11 terrorist attacks, the 
International Bible Society distributed more 
than 800,000 copies of Scripture to those 
seeking hope and comfort during one of the 
darkest moments in United States history. The 
International Bible Society also provided Scrip-
ture to disaster survivors worldwide, including 
victims of Hurricane Katrina and the 2004 In-
dian Ocean tsunami. 

The International Bible Society merged with 
Living Bibles International and Send the Light 
and today operates as Biblica. 

Biblica is one of the largest distributors of 
Bibles and biblical resources in the world, op-
erates in 54 countries, and has translated the 
Bible into more than 100 languages. Biblica is 
the leading provider of Bible translations on 
the Internet, providing the Bible in 29 lan-
guages to more than 100,000,000 Internet 
users annually. 

It is an honor to recognize Biblica as an in-
tegral part of our nation’s history and I com-
mend them for the contributions they have 
made to the United States and around the 
world. 

f 

HONORING THE LIFE OF MARY 
MADELEINE SEGAL HALL 

HON. RALPH M. HALL 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, December 16, 2009 

Mr. HALL of Texas. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to honor the life of Mary Madeleine 
Segal Hall, a remarkable woman and personal 
friend who passed away on October 6, 2009 
at the age of 85. 

Mary was born on July 18, 1924 in Jeffer-
son, Texas to Margaret Manning and Maurice 
Segal. She graduated from Jefferson High 
School in 1940 and went on to attend the Col-
lege of Marshall, now East Texas Baptist Uni-
versity, where she met her future husband of 
48 years, the late Sam B. Hall, Jr., a former 
member of the U.S. House of Representatives 
and my good friend. 

Throughout her 85 years, Mary was a dedi-
cated member of the community. Her civic 
commitment was evidenced by the many com-
munity organizations in which she was in-
volved. She was a charter member of Marshall 
Symphony League, served on the Boards of 
Marshall Symphony Society and the Starr 
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